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RESOURCES FOR DOING
WEB-BASED RESEARCH

When looking for research on agiven topic, there are
severd sourcesto which you may turn. For example, you
may find research in an academic journd, such asJournal
of Marriage and Family. On the other hand, you may
find research published on a webgte, such as the Urban
Indtitute (www.urban.org). Each sourceof information has
pros and cons.

Journal articles;

| Pros Cons
- Highly respected - Takesalong time, often
- Influentid more than ayear, between
- Rigorous peer review writing theatide and
process usudly ensures having it published, so not
thet only highest qudity asup to date
work is published - Can be hard to read, highly
- Very thorough description  technical
of data, methods, and - Sometimesgood artides
results get rgected and are not
published

Resear ch published on the Web:

Pros Cons

- Canbepublished quickly, - Qudity variesgredly
and therefore is more - Often hagn't undergone
timdy thorough review
- Easertoread, less - Lessinformation provided
technicd on exactly how the
research was carried out
- Organization may be
promoting agpecific
agenda

When doing research on a topic, it is recommended
that you read both types of articles. Relying solely on
research published on the internet, rather than on
journal articles, may leave out the most important

research in a given area. Below we describe ways to
searchfor journd articlesand research briefsontheinternet.

HOW TO FIND JOURNAL ARTICLES

The best way to find articles published in academic
journdsisto go to asearch enginethat containsonly journa
articles, rather than agenera search engine, such asGoogle.
Below, we describe how to search for journd articlesusing
anew web ste developed by Google.

1) Go to www.scholar.google.cont

2) Typeinthekey words of the topic on which you are
searching (Example: typing “cohabitation children”
will search for articles on how cohabitation influences
children). Youwill then seealist of citationsfor al of
thearticleson thistopic. Thislistissorted in order of
relevance, with the most relevant ones (thet is, the
ones that are most closely focused on the topic you
requested) first. Y ou will typicaly only need to look
through the first few pages of resultsto find the most
important and relevant articles.

3) How to choose which articles to read:

* A good way to Sft through the resultsisto start with
the articles that have the highest number of citations (that
IS, other researchersrefer to these articleswhen doing their
ownwork). These articlesarethe most well-knowninthe
fiedld and are typicdly the ones that have had the largest
impact. These will often be ligted fird. For the example
above, the article with the mogt citations (118 citations) is
“Trends in Cohabitation and Implications for Children’'s
Family Contexts in the United States’ by Larry Bumpass
and Hsen-Hen Lu, published in the journd Population
Sudiesin 2002.

There are other search engines that can be used, such as the
Cornell University Library System (http://
campusgw.library.cornell.edu/), however, we feel that Google
providesthe best information in away that is easy to use.



http://

* |t isaso important to pay attention to the date that
thearticlewaswritten. . .try to find the most recent articles
that are dso widdly cited.

* Pay attention to whether certain authors names
appear repeetedly. For example, you will find that Larry
Bumpass and Wendy Manning gppear severd times in
the search on cohabitation and children. This indicates
that they are expertsin this area. Y ou may want to then
type their names into the search engine at
www.scholar.google.ccomtofind dl of their written work.

* When you are firgt getting Started on a new topic,
you may want to focus on large, review articles that
describethe state of research on atopic, rether than smaller
articles that focus on a more narrow research question.
For example, “Cohabitation in the United States,” by
Pamela Smock, published in the American Journal of
Sociology, gives agreat overview of dl of the facts and
research on cohabitation in generd. Itisvery broad and
is a good place to art. Other articles are about more
Specific topics.

4) How to obtain the articles that you want to read:

* When you have identified an article that looks
interesting, click onit. In some cases, thiswill takeyou to
a page where you can download the entire article. For
example, when you click on “Cohabitation in the United
States,” by Pamea Smock, you will be taken to a page
that givesyou the entire article.

If you click on “Trends in Cohabitation and
Implicationsfor Children’ s Family Contextsin the United
States’ by Larry Bumpass and Hsen-Hen Lu you will
seethat the article is not available for free. Instead, you
will be asked to purchase the article. If you do not want
to purchase it, you could vist the stacks of the Corndll
library or your locd library to seeif they have the aticle
(see http://campusgw.library.cornell.edu/newhel p/
res tools/find articles dbs/Tips articles.html for
information on how to search for articles in the Cornell
Library System).

Findly, some of the articles do not alow you to click
on thetitle. One exampleis*Parenta Cohabitation and
Children'sWdI-Being,” by Manning and Lichter. Inthis
case, you can tdl from the citation thet this article was
published in theJournal of Marriage and the Family in
1996. You could then look in your locd library or the
Cornell library for this journd.

HOW TO FIND RESEARCH
PUBLISHED ON THE WEB

Other types of research are published on the internet
rather than in journas. When looking for such research,
the number of Sites and resources can be overwheming
and it can bedifficult to tdl the qudlity of the research that
you find. The best bet it is to vigt webstes that you fed
confident about, rather than Smply doing aGoogle search,
which will give you anything ever written on a topic,
regardless of qudity. A good resource is the Child and
Family Web Guide (http://mww.cfw.tuftsedu/), which is
adirectory of webdites that have been rated and judged
to beof high qudity. Under eachtopic areg, alist of highly-
rated websites appears.

In addition, below is a list of what we believe are
good, reputable websites that have research information
about child and family issues.

The National Poverty Center: www.umich.npc.edu

The National Poverty Center is a non-partisan
research center & the Univergity of Michigan. It brings
together scholarsfrom throughout the U.S. who are doing
research related to poverty. You can find some good
summariesof recent researchinthelr newdetter, here: hitp:/
Aww.npc.umich.edu/publications/newd etter/

The Joint Center for Policy Research:
WWW.|Cpr.org

The JCPR is an academic research center housed at
Northwestern University and the University of Chicago.
The god of the center isto “advance our understanding
of what it meansto be poor in America” The JCPR has
an extensive set of working papers available on its
website, covering topics such as Wdfare Reform, Child
Care, and Food Insecurity. To access these working
papers, click on Working Papers, and search by subject.
The JCPR dso has a series of policy briefs desgned for
policymakers and practitioners. These are available at:
http://Mww.jcpr.org/policybriefsindex.html

The Institute for Research on Poverty:
http:/AMww.ssc.wisc.edu/irp/

TheIRPisa*center for research into the causes and
consequences of poverty and socid inequdity inthe United
States’ and is based at the University of Wisconsin.
Severd reports and working papers can be found by
clickingon*Publications’ ontheleft-hand Sdeof the page.


http://campusgw.library.cornell.edu/newhelp/
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Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation:
http://mww.mdrc.org/

MDRC isanon-profit research organization focused
on programs and policies affecting low-income people.
Their research aress include: Education, Children and
Families, Workers & Communities, and Welfare &
Barriersto Employment. Publicationsin each of thesearess
can be found by clicking the appropriate topic at the top
of the webpage.

Child Trends: http://mww.childtrends.orgy

Child Trends is “dedicated to improving the lives of
children by conducting research and providing science-
based information to improve the decisons, programs,
and policies that affect children.” On the left Sde of the
main page, you will find four boxes containing links to
very useful information on child and youth devel opment
and the impact of public policies on children. Research
Briefsare short summaries of research onaspecifictopic.
The What Works series “summarizes the best available
research and evaluations to determine what works, what
doesn't work and what are some ‘best bets for anyone
who designs, adminigters, or funds services for children
and youth.” The Child Trends Data Bank provides the
national trends on over 70 indicators of child and youth
well-being

The Future of Children:
http://Amwww . futureofchildren.orgy

This dectronic journd is published every 6 months.
Funded by the Packard Foundation, “the mission of the
journal is to trandate research into better policy and

practice for children.” Recent issues have focused on
welfare reform, children and gun violence, and caring for
infants and toddlers.

The Urban I nstitute: www.urban.org

The Urban Indituteisa* nonprofit nonpartisan policy
research and educational organization established to
examine the socid, economic, and governance problems
facing the nation.” Click on *Research,” and then choose
fromamong avariety of topicsrdaedto U.S. socid palicy.

CYFERNET: www.cyfernet.org

CYFERNET is a source for resources from land-
grant universities across the U.S.  After entering the
webgite, you can click on the broad area of interest (for
example, Parent/Family), and then can choose from sub-
categorieswithin that broad area (for example, child care).
Once you have chosen a category, you will see aligt of
resources. Looking under the heading of “Research” you
can find research briefs and articles.

HOW TO EVALUATE WEB RESEARCH

Findly, hereisagood websitethat helpsweb searchers
evauate the quality of the research they find on the web:
http:/Avwww.lib.berkel ey.edw/ TeachingL ib/Guides/I nternet/
Evauate.html ZlushAccderator=true
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